Permanent profession
requires permanent
commitment

The La Verna Regional Formation team and
their theme “Gospel Footprints: A Secular
Franciscan Perspective” began the first of
three district gathering presentations on
March 20 at St. James Catholic Church in
Franklin, WI. Portiuncula Fraternity hosted
the Southeastern district meeting, which
attracted Franciscan members from
Milwaukee and area fraternities.

The La Verna Regional formation team
members include Lee Ann Niebuhr, JoAnn
Boss, Pauline Riedl|, and Carol Bekkers.

Team members also gave appearances at thegeatitudes of Jesus Christ:

Central Wisconsin and Fox Valley
District gatherings. The team discussed
Franciscan Gospel history, contemplative
imagery, and a hands-on workshop that
teaches how to create the gift of personal
reconciliation.

To begin the March 20 meeting, formation
team leader JoAnn Boss, SFO said that
Candidates want to learn and reflect the
spiritual traditions of Sts. Francis and Clare.
This requires not only good formation
instruction but also genuine ongoing
fraternal commitment. All Candidates go
through periods of doubt, she said, and they
want professed members to rally round
them with interactive communication,
mentorship, and compassion. If there is a
superficial relationship between the
fraternity and the Candidate, he or she may
eventually leave or worse do nothing. Then
the fraternity is faced with the old adage:
“the surgery was successful but the patient
died,” JoAnn said.

Look at “what happened when Francis and his brothers workadive
lepers,” JoAnn said. “During their work and initial faatron with the
lepers, fear left them and the love of Christ enterédday our busy,
over-committed lifestyles have become our present-dayrdepéf the
professed member’s time runs parallel, but not interwawigmeach
Candidate, who suffers? Time not vested will weaken ngt thiel
Candidate and the newly professed but also the enttegriity. Intra
commitment seeds the fraternity with positive motivatgnowth,
promise, and the love of Christ.

JoAnn added that an updated NAFRA formation manual will b
available in 2011, followed with training workshops. Isigggested
that formation instructors, both regional and local leirglto attend a
formation workshop, when dates and locations become bialkter
this year.

Let history be a lesson

SFOs can trace their Franciscan Gospel Footprints thratugistory.
La Verna Regional formation
team leader Lee Ann Niebuhr
opened her breakout group
reading a passage from the

“Blessed are the merciful, for
they shall obtain mercy,” Lee
Ann said. However, “being
truly merciful requires
spiritual sweat,” she added.
On her presentation handout,
Lee Ann asked some
ponderlng questlons “HOW do Lee Ann Niebuhr-, SFO, Queen of
we show mercy?” “What Universe Fraternity, Woodruff, WI
groups of people do we have difficulty forgiving?” “Whated it mean
to ‘see with our heart’ instead of our eyes?”

Next, our gospel history footprints walk us throughAldienonitionsof

St. Francis. ThAdmonitiongeach us two things: how to be servants
and how to be transformed, Lee Ann said. Continue tmag¢y with the

1978Rule of the Secular Franciscan Ordéiwitness to the good yet to
come, and obliged to acquire purity of heart because ofoitegion

they have embraced .” (#12)

Finally, Lee Ann said that the encyclical Deus Caitsts(Eod is Love)
by Pope Benedict XVI is structured to embrace, raise angl s
humankind. “...it is God himself who goes in search of shay
sheep,’ a suffering and lost humanity.”
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Job at creating disasters and violence without
blaming God. Rather, God invites us to care for
one another with love. Violence and disasters are
nothing new. Jesus experienced them both in his
life and his death.

But his faithfulness to the way of the Father
brought him past all the resistence, violence and
his own painful death. Obviously Ged was not
causing Jesus' pain. Together they had chosen this
path to show the power of love. So powerful was
this Father-Son love that resurrection overcame
even the power of death.

This is a clear lesson for us when we tend to focus
on the negatives of life. Love never dies. It
continues to make itself felt as we embrace its
consequences in our personal lives. Reflect on
how Paul illustrates both the demands and the
consequences when people seek the ways of love.
After mentioning how powerless things are
without love (1 Corinthians 13:1-3), he share his idea of
what real love looks like. His words point us in a
direction to follow, especially when we fall into
negativity as we read the signs of the times.

Love is patient and kind. Love envies no one, is
never boastful, never conceited, never rude; love is
never selfish, never quick to take offence. Love keeps

Uur Franciscan Spirit mvites us to choose posiiive
ways to act in response to the signs of the times.
We discover God's call to greater faithfulness. We
show love rather than hatred; hope rather than
depression; forgiveness rather than holding
grudges; wonder at God's goodness rather than
questioning his love; choosing ways to inject love
into life rather than complaining that nobody
cares; learning how our Franciscan life requires
sacrificial love rather than whining about life.

We need each other to achieve these positive ways
of showing love. The Spirit, acting both in each
of us and in the whole community of Franciscans,
walks hand in hand with us to bring seraphic love
to our world and its people.

We become signs of the times, showing people
what love looks like. Our actions speak louder
than words - but we need to take action! Love,
in large and small ways, will find people searching
for such a quality in a muddled world. To fail to
be a loving sign of the fimes would mean we fail
to fulfill part of our profession as Franciscans.

As God has called you. live up to your calling. ...
Spare no effort to make fast with bonds of peace the
unity which the Spirit gives.

Ephesians 4: 1,3




Minister’'s Report by ken Beattie, SFO

You may remember an email | sent out to you on Febrl@r2010. I'am happy to announce the newly
elected council of Sacred Heart Fraternity in Oshkosh on FebruarW&8&eep them in our prayers as they
journey through the next three years with their fraternityfe new council members are:

Minister: William (Bill) Hammond, sfo

Vice-Minister: Susan Trofka, sfo

Secretary: Barbara Laabs, sfo

Treasurer: Richard (Rich) Trofka, sfo
Formation Director: Theresa (Tergughty, sfo
ospitality Chair: Joan Reiter, sfo

As you most likely know, Sacred Heart Fraternity irhkissh, and other La Verna Region fraternities, held
council elections last year and earlier this yeanehtion Sacred Heart fraternity not to put them under the
spotlight, but only to emphasize that newly elected council members pray for your cooperation.

During the recent elections that | attended, it was gobedo from you about your fraternity activates. | reakg to
listen to the events which generate life into our Fraaaigeamily. In addition, your reasons for doing good wookew
Jesus’ loving relationship to the Apostles. Love natugdlyerates the courage to serve others.

However, many times we will hear ourselves fall away foumfraternal commitments and say — “not me, | don’t know
enough™—*“l don't have the time"—*I did my part!” Sometimes sa&y these non-committal phrases automatically
without shame or hesitation. Nevertheless, do we realfyand listen to the Holy Spirit calling us? What is asponse
to that call? How are we doing our part as members dfdha@ly? The need is now, and we are to respond to action
now!

Service is our way of life. Look around your fraternitylas@e how others respond to this call. Another thougbt is
remember all those who have inspired us — many of thedistieguish as saints, leaders, and people in our Framncis
Order, even our newly elected brothers and sisters ohdogacil. They all share their service to each othératernity

and in community.

As we pray for you, please remember in your daily praymset who are able and willing to serve our Region.

Over the past two years, FAN has used this approach tessddsues of human life in a variety of ways.
In 2009, we participated with the U.S. Bishops in addreshiadrreedom of Choice Act (FOCA) calling for a more
consistent approach to all the challenges of life.
In the healthcare debates, we have insured that allrgfrinciples include a strong call to value all of lifevhatever
reforms are made.
We have brought the consistent ethic of life messagestannual March for Life in Washington, DC.
We have participated in working wiftust Faithin the creation of a tool that will enable them titiz¢ the gift of the
Franciscan tradition to approach a unit on the suppdifeof
We are following closely legislation that appears to deect harm to human life. This has been primanilthe area of
abortion and health care.
While keeping an eye on the legislative flow in Washingtam have avoided being engaged in “life advocacy issueshévat no
prospect of moving the agenda forward. It has been atermiion that often these types of efforts are mangbsjic than effective at
moving our world closer to the full respect of lif€hat is why we have been supportive of approaches likétiegnant Women'’s
Support Act.” Even though this will not get us the full vilaysupporting all life, it does help move things closehwitleal.

Please visit the FAN website at www.franciscanaction.org for resource papers discussing these issues.




SPRING CLEANING : WHAT To Do WITH THOSE OLD
AND UNUSED MEDICATIONS

Judy Stouffer, SFO #
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- remove or mark over all labels that identify the mate as drugs or that could provide

personal information about you, including prescriptionrmfation that someone could try to
refill;

+ 3
- putthem in a second container or small plastic baglerdhide them in your trash.
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The kiss of the sun for pardon,

- . The song of the birds
(s - \\g for mirth,
o oo One is nearer God’s Heart
2. 7 in a garden
Than anywhere else
on earth.

by Dorothy Frances Gurney




ST. CLARE MEMBERS WELCOME NEW FRATERNITY SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT

Fr. Roch Niemier, OFM, Provincial Spiritual
Assistant of the Assumption BVM Province,
recently installed Sr. Ann Kelley as the new
Spiritual Assistant for St. Clare Fraternity —
Greenfield, WI.

Sr. Ann is a member of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Assisi based in Milwaukee. She has
been a Franciscan for thirty-five years, and
ministered in various locations in Wisconsin,
Ohio and Michigan.

For the past twenty-five years, Sr. Ann has
ministered to God’s people mostly in the area
of spirituality, facilitating retreats, and
workshops, and a faith companion (spiritual

director) for countless individuals. Although
having been educated at two Jesuit
Universities and studied Ignatius spirituality,
Sr. Ann has spent considerable time and effort
in learning and sharing Franciscan spirituality
whenever possible. She has felt the call to
minister to Secular Franciscans.

Sr. Ann received her mentorship from
Fr. Lester Bach, OFM Cap to become the
St. Clare Fraternity Spiritual Assistant.

The St. Clare fraternity welcomes Sr. Ann and
looks forward to her guidance as members
continue on their Franciscan journey.
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Secular Franciscan Plans Interfaith Chapel at Mitch  ell Airport

“...for my house will be called a house of prayer for all peopledsaiah 56:7

The words "repair my church" speak directly to Suzanne iy, SFO
and member of Portiuncula Fraternity in Franklin, War ffears travelers
would stop at St. Stephen’s Church, called the “Litdeigh at the Airport,”
for prayer before flying out of Milwaukee’s Mitchell Intextional Airport.

Last year St. Stephen Church closed its doors and mov@dk&reek, a
nearby city. That move inspired McKinney, a member oS8 phen’s

Suzanne McKinney, SFO parish, with the idea of a new interfaith airport chapéich will provide
space for worship or private meditation. The idea cdtee laer visit to the
lay ministry department at Cardinal Stritch Universitfere she learned that some graduates may go on to
work in so-called mobility ministries - on cruise shgustraveling circuses, airports and truck stops.

"Travelers are often under stress, and they neededilitte for peace," said McKinney, who has founded a
nonprofit organization, Interfaith Airport Chapel of M#&ukee, to promote and fund the chapel. This chapel,
well as those throughout the world, welcomes peopld &iths. The group is looking at about 600 square fe
in the Mitchell parking garage, accessible through the walidlat connects the ramp to the terminal. And
they're hoping to incorporate some elements of th&ol&tephen's Church. "We've received some stained-
glass windows, some marble from the sanctuary, a fevs,psaid McKinney.

An airport official said the interfaith chapel proposapreliminary and must be
approved by the Milwaukee County Board, which oversees Blitchirport
management is open to the idea but has stressed thabestyp facility would

need to be welcoming to people of all faiths. Suzanne Baithterfaith Airport
Chapel of Milwaukee is incorporated, and has obtained anuiiber. Their current|
goals are to complete the Board of Directory and Adyi8oard and to identify
those would like to help in this ministry.

For more information, conta@the Interfaith Airport Chapel of Milwaukee. They mayrieached at P.O. Box 402, South
Milwaukee, WI 53172, or by calling (414) 570-9906.

LA VERNA VISION EDITOR’S WEBSITE PICK

British author G.K. Chesterton once said, “the Biielés us to love our neighbors, and also to love oanees;
probably because they are generally the same peopl@sté&ton, who wrote the charming biography

St. Francis of Assisand the worldwide acclaimdghther Brownmystery seriedias an entertaining website fo
comedy, satire and a brighter look of pervasive faith.

Chesterton defended the common person and common sendefdrded the poor, the family and beauty. H¢
defended Christianity and the Catholic faith. This abs@ntled, overgrown elf of a man, who laughed at his
own jokes and amused children at birthday parties by catbhing in his mouth, this was the man who wrote
book calledThe Everlasting Manyhich led a young atheist named C.S. Lewis to beco@larigtian.

Check out the G.K. Chesterton websit@w.chesterton.orgfor humor and common sense education.
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Frances Ann Misuraca Wicks, SFO

August 6, 1939 — February 18. 2010
Editor-in-Chief — TAU-USA (2003 — 2010)

Frances grew up in Harvey, Louisiana - across the d4iggi River from New Orleans - a Sicilian community
that celebrated their culture with St. Rosalie Dayagdas, St. Joseph Day Altars, good food and family. She
married Bill Wicks in 1958 and both were professed on Oct8p£982. “She was Franciscan from birth. He
profession into the SFO was an official acknowledg&méthis by the Church,” wrote Bill Wicks, SFO in the
Spring 2010 TAU issue. Frances served in leadership rolesaoy fraternal levels. “But the job she cherished
most was that of editor of the TAU-USA.” “Francgas so natural, so real. Everything that sprang up from her
was good,” Bill said. “I had the pleasure of her compamnyfahile, and | am forever grateful for that.”
Frances was blessed with five children who are filleth Wape and love.

Justice Peace
and Integrity of Creation
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Peace Justice and Integrity of Creation, continued on page 9




Peace Justice and Integrity of Creation, continued from page 8 2
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Inteqgrity of Creation
SFO Rule 18—*Moreover they should respect all creatur  es ...which bear the imprint of the most High”

Toads may be able to predict earthquakes, according to abeas/made in Italy. After every earthquake
stories emerge of animals behaving strangely before thendrshook. But hard evidence of animals
responding to some kind of mysterious pre-earthquake cugebadacking. Now,

biologist Rachel Grant of the Open University in Miltdaynes, UK, reports that common

toads Bufo bufg showed a dramatic change in behavior five days befoeadhquake

shook L’Aquila, Italy in April 2009. Grant and her colleagaand the toads abandoning

spawning days before the shaking started, they report fotlreal of Zoology.

The team suspects the strange toad behavior was triggeprd-seismic perturbations
in the ionosphere, which were detected by very low freqqeadio sounding. Exactly how
the toads sense danger is still unclear; however, chamgjes epicenter atmosphere filled with radon gas or
gravity waves prior to an earthquake may suggest that tie semse danger. “Our findings suggest that toads
are able to detect pre-seismic cues such as the relegases and charged particles, and use these as afform o
earthquake early warning system," Rachel Grant said.

Portions of this report from BBC Earth News, March 31, 2010




LaVerna Regional Fraternity SFO

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL RETREAT ASSISTANCE
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By Br. José Rodriguez Carballo, OFM Minister General

Madrid, Spain World Youth Day Planners
Seek SFO Participation

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Peace and all Good to you!

In 1984, Pope John Paul Il gave start to the

celebration of World Youth Day (WYD), which is celebcgnnually on
Passion Sunday (also known as Palm Sunday) in all the Dsocktee world.
Every three years, WYD is celebrated at an internatiewal with the
participation of the youth from all over the globe in one ofttiggest cities of
the world. The last gathering took place in 2008 in Sydney, &listMadrid,
Spain is set to host the next World Youth Day in 2011.

World Youth Day always draws a great number of yourapjesfrom
Franciscan youth (SFO/YouFra), young Friars from botltret Order and
the Third Order Regular, young religious sisters from wsridongregations
and Franciscan Institutes, and, together with them, radver youth who are
connected in different ways to our Franciscan Family.

For this reason, the Conference of Franciscan Famdllyasifor the first time
on the occasion of WYD in Madrid that all Franciscan kiqlay and secular,
male and female religious), as representatives of theciscan Family,
participate together in all common gatherings of WYD. Theyadso to
participate especially in those gatherings that speliyfibalong to the
Franciscan Family, in order to both share and beianegs to the Charism of
our common Seraphic Father, St. Francis.

Since all this requires a suitable
organization way in advance, we
entrust the Presidency of the
International Council of the
Secular Franciscan Order
(CIOFS)Encarnacion del Pozo,
SFO, Minister General

with the responsibility to
coordinate this event through the
Commission of Franciscan Youth
and the Conference of Assistants
General of SFO-YouFra.

In order to carry out this service,
they can count on the invaluable
collaboration of a Commission of
the Franciscan Family of Spain,
purposely formed for both the
preparation and programming of
this event during WYD.

For further information, write to:
1. International Franciscan
Family Commission for WYD
2011

E-mail: gmg2011ff@gmail.com

2. Franciscan Family Commission
of Spain for WYD 2011

E-mail: ffmadrid2011@gmail.com
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